Suppressor cells in rabbit peripheral blood.
Rabbit peripheral blood leukocytes (PBL) added to cultures of autologous spleen cells, primed in vivo to sheep red cells, are able to suppress with high efficacy the secondary in vitro response of the spleen cells to that antigen. Removal of nylon wool adherent cells from PBL abolishes the suppressive effect. When the PBL are fractionated by velocity sedimentation the suppressor cells can be separated from the responding cells. The circulating lymphocytes, freed from the inhibiting effect, either by nylon wool absorption or by velocity sedimentation fractionation, are able to give a strong secondary in vitro anti-SRC response, in which the long latency period, usually observed when PBL are stimulated with antigen in culture, is abolished or at least reduced. The suppressor effect present in the PBL is not due to granulocytes, platelets or erythrocytes.